110                  NON-VIOLENCE IN PEACE AND WAR
No Bed of Roses
This is no time for dalliance or ease, I told Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru that he must wear {he crown of thorns for
the sake of the nation and he has agreed. The Constituent
Assembly is going to be no bed of roses for you but only a
"bed of thorns. You may not shirk it.
That does not mean that everybody 'should want to go
into it. Only those should go there who are specially fitted
for the task by virtue of their legal training or special talent
It is not a prize to be sought as a reward for sacrifices, but a
duty to be faced even like mounting the gallows or sacrifice of
one's all at the altar of service.
There is another reason why you should join the Consti-
tuent Assembly. If you asked me whether in the event of
your rejecting the proposed Constituent Assembly or the Con-
stituent Assembly failing to materialize, I would advise the
people to launch- civil disobedience, individual or mass, or
undertake a fast myself, my reply is * No'. I believe in walking
alone. I came alone in this World, I haVe walked alone in the
valley of the shadow of death and I shall quit alone when the
time comes. I know I am quite capable of launching Satya-
graha even if I am all alone. I have done so before. But this
is no occasion for a fast or civil disobedience. I regard the
Constituent Assembly as the substitute of Satyagraha. It is
constructive Satyagraha.
Duty of a SatyagraM
The alternative is constructive work which you Jiave
never done justice to. If you had, you would have today got
the Constituent Assembly of Jaiprakash's dream instead of the
present one. But a Satyagrahi cannot wait or delay action till
perfect conditions are forthcoming. He will act with whatever
material is at hand, purge it of dross and convert it into 'pure
gold. Whatever may be the defects in the State Document -of
May 16th, I have no doubt as to the honesty of those who have
framed it They know they have got to quit. They want to
-quit in an orderly manner. And to that end,they have produced
the Document they could under the circumstances. I refuse
to believe that they came all the way from England to deceive
us.